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First-Year Writing Seminars          
         
Descriptions of all First-Year Writing Seminars may be found at the John S. Knight Institute’s website: 
http://www.arts.cornell.edu/Knight_Institute.  These courses may be used as freshman electives, but not used to 
satisfy the distribution requirement. 
 
ASRC 1801 (100.1) Black Male Writers  3 credits 
MW 2:55-4:10 Blacksher, B. BAL 3343 12995 
This course will introduce students to the broad spectrum of literature by Black men addressing the challenges 
and victories over obstacles presented by the complexities of life in the United States. From Boyd and Allen's 
anthology Brotherman - portraying the Black man's long odyssey in this country - students will read and write 
about the human experience as told through the voices of Black male writers.  As a text, Brotherman will serve 
as "a literal and metaphorical map of the Black man's quest for self-affirmation .…"  Through the writing of 
journals and essays, students will be able to reflect upon the inner journey toward self-awareness as portrayed 
through this collection of fiction and non-fiction drawn from the rich body of 150 years of Black literature. 
 
ASRC 1802 (100.2) African Cinema  3 credits 
MW 2:55-4:10  Butler, D. GSH G24 13157 
In this course, students explore and practice the basic techniques of planning, organizing, and revising essays, 
learning how to become critical readers, and how to write effective essays about what is read and discussed in 
class.  These goals will be accomplished through viewing works of selected African filmmakers and reading of 
selected relevant texts.  Through screening of selected African films, different styles, techniques and aesthetics 
of African cinema will be discussed.  The course offers a unique opportunity of looking at African culture and 
society, and at issues of social change, gender, class, tradition and modernization through African eyes.  
 
ASRC 1803 (100.3)  African American Women Writers  3 credits 
TR 1:25-2:40   Blacksher, B. BAL 3331  12996 
This seminar will provide us with a unique opportunity to explore the visions, values, themes, characters, and 
settings presented by African-American women writers.  Probing the rich worlds of Harriet Jacobs, Zora Neale 
Hurston, Alice Walker, and Toni Morrison we will engage in dialogue for the stimulating exchange of ideas. 
Literary themes of self- knowledge will be studied in conjunction with essays by authors of diverse 
backgrounds. Through written and oral communication, we will explore the significance of literary themes as 
they relate to broader issues of society and to our personal lives as well. 
 
ASRC 1811   Women Writing in South Africa 3 credits 
MW 2:55-4:10  Mkhonza, S. AFC B01 12999 
This course focuses on voices of Southern African Women. We will be looking at different kinds of texts. We 
will study letters, testimonies, stories, songs and many other texts that represent the voices of women in 
Southern Africa. In our studies we will discover what the voices of Southern African women are and also how 
their discourse expresses experiences in the countries of South Africa, Botswana, Namibia, Zimbabwe, 
Lesotho, Swaziland, Mozambique, and Angola. 
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Languages          
 
ASRC 1100 (131)  Swahili 4 credits 
TR 10:10-12:05 Nanji, A. AFC 111 1590 
Continued study of the basic grammatical formation of the language and the introduction of reading material 
ranging from songs to short stories.  A great many drills are invariably used in this course to help develop the 
student's comprehension of the language.  Swahili tapes are highly utilized during all of these sequences.  (Also 
taught during Winter Session and Summer Session). 
 
ASRC 1102 (133)  Swahili   4 credits 
TR 8:40-9:55 Nanji, A. AFC 111 1591 
In this sequence of the course more emphasis is placed upon the development of reading ability and the 
acquisition of writing skills.  Students are expected to read and comprehend selected Swahili stories and write 
compositions on chosen topics.  Ample consideration is given to oral practice in the classroom. 
 
ASRC 1104 (111) Elementary Arabic I (NES 1201)  4 credits 
T  11:15-12:05 Younes, M. & Staff     RCK 132 6433 (lec 01) 
T   12:20-1:10           6434 (lec 02) 
          SUB-COURSES 
MWRF 8:00-8:50   WHT B14 7813 (dis 201) 
MWRF 9:05-9:55   WHT 114 6436 (dis 202) 
MWRF 11:15-12:05   WHT B04 6437 (dis 203) 
MWRF 12:20-1:10   WHT 114 6438 (dis 204) 
MWRF 1:25-2:15     WHT B06 6439 (dis 205) 
111, fall; 112, spring. Lecture and enrollment in section required.  Enrollment limited to 18 in each session. 4 
credits each term. AS&RC 111 is prerequisite for 112, or permission of instructor. Letter grade only.  
The course provides a thorough grounding in all language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. It 
starts with spoken Arabic and gradually integrates Modern Standard Arabic in the form of listening and reading 
texts. Emphasis is on learning the language through using it in meaningful contexts. Students who successfully 
complete the two-semester sequence are able to: 1) understand and actively participate in simple conversations 
involving basic practical and social situations (e.g., introductions, greetings, school, home and family, work, 
simple instructions; 2) read Arabic material of limited complexity and variety (e.g., simple narrative and 
descriptive texts, directions); 3) write notes and short letters describing an event or a personal experience. An 
important objective of the course is to familiarize students with basic facts about the geography, history, and 
culture of the Arab world. 
 
ASRC 1106 (113)  Intermediate Arabic I (NES 1203) 4 credits  
MTRF 9:05-9:55     Elaqad, H. WHT B02 6442 (sem 01) 
MTRF 11:15-12:05      Elaqad, H. LNC 117 6443 (sem 02) 
MTRF 1:25-2:15      Elaqad, H. WHT 110 6444 (sem 03) 
113, fall; 212, spring. Lecture and enrollment in section required. Enrollment limited to 18 students in each 
section. 4 credits each term. AS&RC 212 @ provides Option 1. Prerequisites: for AS&RC 113, one year of 
Arabic or permission of instructor; for AS&RC 212, 113 or permission of instructor. Letter grade 
recommended. A sequel to NES 111-112. Continued development of the four language skills through extensive 
use of graded materials on a wide variety of topics. Increased attention is given to developing native-like 
pronunciation and grammatical accuracy, but the main focus is on developing communication skills. The 
student who successfully completes 210 is able to: 1) understand and express himself or herself in Arabic in 
situations beyond the basic needs; 2) read and comprehend written Arabic of average difficulty; 3) write a 
letter, a summary of a report, or a reading selection. An appreciation of Arabic literature and culture is sought 
through the use of authentic materials. 
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Languages        
 
ASRC 1108 (121)  Introduction to Yoruba I 4 credits 
TR 12:20-2:15 Ademoyo, A. AFC 111 10640 
A two-semester beginner’s course in Yoruba Language and Culture. Organized to offer Yoruba language skills 
and proficiency in speaking, reading, listening, writing and translation. Focus is placed on familiar informal and 
formal contexts e.g. home, school, work, family, social situations, politics ,  etc. Course uses Yoruba oral 
literature, proverbs, rhetoric, songs, popular videos and theatre, as learning tools for class comprehension. First 
semester focuses on conversation, speaking and listening. Second semester focuses on writing, translation and 
grammatical formation. Through the language course students gain basic background for the study of an 
African culture, arts and history both in the continent and in the diaspora. Yoruba language is widely spoken 
along the west coast of Africa and in some African communities in diaspora. Yoruba video culture, theatre, 
music and arts have strong influence along the west coast and in the diaspora. 
 
ASRC 1110 (123)   Intermediate Yoruba I           4 credits 
TR  2:30-4:25 Ademoyo, A. AFC 111 11552 
Continued study of the basic skills in Yoruba Language and Culture. Organized to offer Yoruba language skills 
and proficiency in speaking, reading, listening, writing and translation. Focus is placed on familiar informal and 
formal contexts e.g. home, school, work, family, social situations, politics ,  etc. Course uses Yoruba oral 
literature, proverbs, rhetoric, songs, popular videos and theatre, as learning tools for class comprehension. First 
semester (Fall) focuses on conversation, speaking and listening. Second semester (Spring; see AS&RC 122) 
focuses on writing, translation and grammatical formation. Through the language course students gain basic 
background for the study of an African culture, arts and history both in the continent and in the diaspora. 
Yoruba language is widely spoken along the west coast of Africa and in some African communities in diaspora. 
Yoruba video culture, theatre, music and arts have strong influence along the west coast and in the diaspora. 
 
ASRC 1114 (140)  Elementary Zulu   4 credits 
MWF 1:25-2:15 Mkhonza, S. AFC B01  5558 
Zulu, known by native speakers as IsiZulu, is one of the 11 official languages of South Africa. Out of the four 
Nguni languages (Zulu, Xhosa, Swati, and Ndebele), Zulu is the most widely spoken. The advantage of learning 
IsiZulu is that it forms the basis for understanding the other Nguni languages. This is a two-semester 
elementary course which introduces students to the basic structures of the language which are applied to rapidly 
develop the primary speaking, reading, and writing skills of the Zulus. The class will also explore traditional 
and contemporary cultures of the Zulu people.  
 
ASRC 1116 (145)  Intermediate Zulu I  4 credits 
TR 2:30-4:25  Mkhonza, S. URH 438 5559  
The course will help students to expand their understanding of the Zulu language through the communicative 
approach. We will focus on the four skills, speaking, listening, reading and writing. Intermediate work focuses 
on reading and speaking spontaneously. We will introduce composing in Zulu more reading.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



      

 5

Languages        
 
ASRC 3100 (308) Advanced Intermediate Arabic I (NES 3201) 4 credits 
MTWR 10:10-11:00  Younes, M. WHT B04 3288 
308 fall; 312 spring. 4 credits each term. Limited to 15 students. Fulfills Option 1.  
Prereqisite for AS&RC 308 is AS&RC 212 or permission of instructor; prerequisite for AS&RC 312 is 
ASRC308 or permission of instructor. Letter grade recommended. 
Students are introduced to authentic, unedited Arabic language materials ranging from poems, short stories, and 
plays to newspaper articles dealing with social, political, and cultural issues. Emphasis is on developing fluency 
in oral expression through discussion of issues presented in the reading selections. There is more focus on the 
development of native-like pronunciation and accurate use of grammatical structures than on elementary and 
intermediate Arabic. A primary objective of the course is the development of writing skill through free 
composition exercises in topics of interest to individual students. 
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Lectures       
 
ASRC 1300 (191)  Africa: The Continent and Its People 3 credits 
TR 2:55-4:10  Edmondson, L  AFC B01 1601 
An introductory interdisciplinary course focusing on Africa's geographical, ecological, and demographic 
characteristics; indigenous institutions and values; the triple culture heritage of Africanity, Islam, and Western 
civilization; main historical developments and transitions; contemporary political, economic, social, and 
cultural change.  Africa's ties with the United States (from trans-Atlantic slavery to the present), its impact on 
the emerging world order, and its contribution to world civilization will also be explored. 
 
ASRC 2602 (290)  The Sociology of the African-American Experience 3 credits 
TR 1:25-2:40  Turner, J. AFC B01 1615 
May be used for Social Sciences Requirement.  This is an introductory course to the field of Africana Studies.  
It assumes a historical/sociological approach to the examination of the African American experience.  The 
course surveys the African beginnings of humankind and the classical role of Black people in world civilization 
and the making of early culture.  The course treats issues in the humanities, social sciences and history. This 
course is required for all undergraduate students majoring in Africana Studies. 
 
ASRC 3300 (380) African History: Earliest Times to 1800 3 credits 
TR 11:40-12:55  Bekerie, A. AFC B01 5560 
May be used for History Requirement/Satisfies Geographical and Historical Breadth Requirement.  As the 
second largest continent with vast and varying geographical and socio-cultural conditions combined with 
recently established fact as an original home of human species, Africa provides a rich and diverse oral and 
written early history.  The course covers some of the major historical signposts from the origins of human 
species to 1800.  Among the topics for discussion are:  Physical and Economic Geography of Africa, The 
Cradle of Humankind, The Peopling of Africa, Historical Perspectives and Sources, the Nile River Cultural 
Complex, Berber, Carthage and Maghreb of North Africa, Upper Guinea and Western Sudan of West Africa, 
cities of the East African Coast, and Great Zimbabwe and other sites of Southern Africa. 
 
ASRC 3302   West Africa & West (HIST 3650) 3 credits 
TR 10:10 - 1:10   Greene, Sandra  WHT 106 7986 (lec) 
F 10:10 - 11:00   WHT 106 7987 (dis) 
1450 marks the time when peoples, ideas, material goods and beliefs began to move on a regular basis across 
the Atlantic, first between Africa and Europe, and then later between Africa ,North and South America, and the 
Caribbean.  This course examines these movements and explores how West Africans managed their relations 
with the west over a 400 year period. Each student must also enroll in section. 
 
ASRC 3501 (310)  Introduction to African Art (ARTH 3510) 3 credits 
M 10:10-1:10   Butler, D. & AFC 111 1616 
  Hassan, S. 
May be Used for Expressive Arts Requirement/Satisfies Geographical Breadth Requirement.  This course is a 
survey of the visual art and material cultural traditions of sub-Saharan Africa.  It aims at investigating the 
different forms of visual artistic traditions in relation to their historical and socio-cultural context.  The 
symbolism and complexity of traditional African art will be explored through the analysis of myth, ritual and 
cosmology.  In-depth analysis of particular African societies will be used to examine the relationship of the arts 
to indigenous concepts of time, space, color, form and socio-political order.  New and contemporary art forms 
associated with major socio-economic changes and processes of assimilation and acculturation will also be 
explored.  These include tourist art, popular art, and elite art. 
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Lectures      
 
ASRC 3661  South Africa in Southern Africa (HIST 3661) 4 credits 
TR 1:25 – 2:40  Magaziner, D MCG 165 6386  
This course traces the history of Southern Africa (South Africa and surrounding countries) from the early 
second millennium to the present day. Beginning with the geography and early history of farming and trade in 
the region, it moves quickly to explore the impact of the European colonialism in the 17th and 18th century, the 
often violent conflicts and conquest of the 10th century, and especially industrialization and social change at the 
turn of the 20th century. The second half of the course focuses intently on the rise of segregation and apartheid 
during the 20th century and the slow process of decolonization after World War II. The final week looks at the 
present day challenges facing the region, including AIDS, violence and continued poverty, within the context of 
global economies. 
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Seminars   
 
AS&RC 4200 (404)  Afrocentricity  4 credits 
R 2:00-4:25  Bekerie, A. AFC B07 1619 
This course deals with the process of knowledge construction, evaluation and dissemination among the African 
World.  By examining indigenous knowledge, local institutions, traditional practices, oral and literary cultures, 
we will attempt to identify methods of knowing and knowledge construction with respect to the peoples of the 
African World.  We will also study the history and use of African American and Caribbean Creole languages as 
well as Gender in Caribbean and African American Histories.  In addition, we will critically examine the works 
of writers, such as Bearden, Clarke, Collins, Stuckey, Jean, Smitherman, Keto, Asante and Hurston, with 
particular emphasis on theoretical formulation, construction of paradigms, and conceptual development in 
relation to the life experiences of the peoples of the African World. 
 
ASRC 4300 (410)  African American Politics (AS&RC 6301) 4 credits 
W 2:30-4:25 Turner, J. AFC B07 1620 
The central thesis of African American politics has been its movements for political change and democratic 
access and human rights.  This development since the seventeenth century is a complex political legacy.  This 
course will conduct a close study of African American political practice and theoretical analysis of the 
American political system.  Implications of the political systems for prospects and limitations to participation 
by Black people will be analyzed.  Critical historical stages in the process of Black politics will be examined.  
The development of electoral offices in federal and statewide politics, and the significant urban political power 
bases giving rise to African American mayoralty politics in critical industrial centers, as well as rural hamlets 
will center the course.  Presidential politics—the Jesse Jackson campaigns—and new political formations 
including Black Republicans/conservatives will constitute the emphasis on contemporary events.  The course 
will review the development of the literature in African American politics.  Graduate students should enroll in 
AS&RC 611. 
 
ASRC 4501  African Literature: African Writers 4 credits 
 and the Postcolonial State (ENGL 4501) 
W 2:00-4:25  Boyce Davies, C. AFC 111 12720  
African Literature: African Writers and the Postcolonial State This course reads and discusses representative 
literature from 20th century continental African writers with particular attention to the ways that writers examine 
the nature of the post-colonial state. We will pay attention to both male and female African writers. We will 
examine specific texts as well as necessary critical and theoretical ideas which have been generated through, or 
with which this literature is in conversation.   Students will develop critical thinking and other analytical skills 
as they engage the meanings writing, audience, language in African contexts. We will also view and discuss 
some film which brings another point of analysis to these issues. 
 
ASRC 4600 (451) Political & Social Change in the Caribbean 4 credits 
F 10:10-1:15    Edmondson, L. AFC B07 13106 
A study of the historical, geo-strategic, political, economic and social (including racial and cultural) forces 
affecting the domestic and international experiences of Caribbean societies.  Special attention will be given to 
conflicting definitions and perceptions of the Caribbean; contending theories of Caribbean social structure and 
models of development; the continuing salience of struggles for change and transformation; prospects of 
regional integration; and Caribbean challenges to the global system especially with regard to the region's 
relations with the United States and the region's position in the context of the North-South divide and the 
challenges of globalization.  
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Seminars                                                                                    
 
ASRC 4601 (459) Educational Innovations in Africa  4 credits 
  & The Diaspora (EDUC 4590) 
T 10:10-12:35 Assié-Lumumba, N. AFC B07 1621 
This course deals with educational innovations geared to promoting equal opportunity based on gender, race 
and class, in Africa and the African Diaspora.  After an introduction of the concepts of education and 
innovations and the stages of innovation as planned change, the course focuses on concrete historical and 
contemporary  cases of educational innovations.  The case studies in the United States include the creation and 
expansion of historically black institutions such as Lincoln  University, Spelman College, Tuskegee Institute 
(now Tuskegee University), and other schools in the South, and the Westside Preparatory School in Chicago.  
The African cases studied include African languages for instruction with a focus on a Nigerian case, Ujamaa 
and education for self-reliance in Tanzania, and the case of Cote d'Ivoire, which adopted television as a medium 
of instruction. 
 
ASRC 4606 (478) Family & Society in Africa (SOC 4780 4 credits 
M 10:10-12:35 Assié-Lumumba, N. AFC B07 1623 
The family, as a social institution, is structured according to historical, socio-economic, political, and cultural 
factors.  Course topics include the concepts of the nuclear and extended family, the roles, rights and obligations 
of different age groups and generations; and marriage and its related issues, including parenthood, childrearing, 
and gender roles. Other issues examined are reproductive health, family planning, sexuality and fertility 
(particularly during adolescence), family dcodes, and legal implications.  The course deals also with structural 
change and continuity, the impact of westernization, urbanization, formal education, and the contemporary 
economy on the structure and challenges of the family in Africa.  Finally, the legacy of African family values 
and traditions in the African Diaspora, with a focus on the African-American experience, is discussed. 
 
ASRC 6205  Democracy/Limits of Citizenship (ENGL 6205) 4 credits 
T 10:10-12:35  Farred, G. TBA-campus 12800 
This course is an investigation of the kinds of work – political,  philosophical, theoretical, ethical – that the 
discourse of democracy and citizenship does in our historical moment. At a conjuncture when “democracy” is 
offered, everywhere its seems, as an elixir, the cure-all for political problems in every corner of the globe, this 
course intends to think democracy as, at once, an unfulfillable and constitutively necessary project – borrowing 
here, in considerable measure, from the work of Jacques Ranciere. Democracy is employed here as much as a 
critique of the violence done to human communities as it provides a way of interrogating how hegemonic the 
discourse – if not always the practice – of democracy – in its many guises: human rights, “free and fair 
elections,” the franchise, and so – has become. Is human rights discourse simply represent strategies of 
authorization for the UN or the USA to intervene in the affairs of “sovereign” nations? Do events in the Darfur 
region in Southern Sudan or the ethnic cleansing practiced by Serbs in the 1990s constitute so gross a violation 
against vulnerable constituencies as to merit invasion by foreign nations or entities (such as the UN or NATO)?  
What violence does human rights discourse sanction, what attacks on sovereignty does it authorize? What does 
“democracy” mean in those, and other, specific instances? 
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Seminars                                                                       
 
ASRC 6301 (611)  African American Politics (ASRC 4300) 4 credits 
W 2:30-4:25  Turner, J. AFC B07 6224 
Fashioning a politics of freedom and social justice has been/is a distinctive character of African American 
History.  Black Politics is informed by a tradition, constructed to promote agency and advocacy for social 
change, to transform the architecture of racialized social orders by which to achieve a non-racial polity.  
Universal, unqualified democratic rights are a core principle of Black Politics.  Protest and opposition to 
exclusion from the political processes, and movement for participatory democracy are central to African 
American political cultural.  Ideological formulations are contextualized by the objectives of anti-racism, self-
determination, human rights, equality and unfettered participation in all aspects of civil society.  African 
Americans have fostered social movements to redefine constitutional law and reform political practice in the 
country.  Therefore, Black Politics has constituted the leading force for Civil Rights.  The quest for universal 
freedom, however, posed a fundamental contradiction in the Bill of Rights, Preamble to the Constitution, and 
the legal institution of racial slavery and apartheid that were largely definitive of United States' political history. 
 
ASRC 6510  Pan-Africanism and Feminism (COML6460) 4 credits 
M 2:00-4:25  Boyce Davies, C. AFC B07 12802 
This course examines the particular theoretical intersections of panafricanism and feminism through a study of 
works which address the lives of activist women and men who lived political lives which demanded an 
articulation of this intersection. It will examine representative texts in each of these broad fields, paying 
particular attention to those works which explicitly address the intersection. Students will select and study the 
work of one thinker in either category and examine the written life from a few angles.  In particular, we will 
address the conflicts, disjunctures and slippages between these positions;  the possibilities and limitations as 
expressed by these thinkers; and the issues of collaboration, erasure articulated. Students will also have the 
opportunity to identify and discuss popular culture which addresses these themes. 
 
ASRC 6902 (601)  Black Intellectual Traditions (ASRC Grads only) 4 credits 
W 4:30-7:00 Faculty AFC 111 1631 
This course, which will be conducted as a seminar, is designed for first-year AS&RC graduate students.  It is 
coordinated and supervised by one professor but team-taught by three or four faculty members per semester. 
Each participating faculty is responsible for a topical segment of the course related to her/his areas of 
specialization or an area of interest pertaining to theory and methodology of Africana Studies. 
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Honors, Independent Study, and Thesis      
 
ASRC 4900 (468)    Honors Thesis (Undergraduates) 8 credits 
  Faculty  
Sections:  02-Edmondson (1622), 03-Bekerie (10791), 04-Harris (10792) 06-Turner (10793), 08-Assie-
Lumumba (10794), 09-Hassan (10795), 10-Farred (10796), 11-Faculty (10797). 
 
ASRC 4902 (498)  Independent Study (Undergraduates) 1-4 credits 
  Faculty  
Sections: 02-Edmondson (1625), 03-Bekerie (11591), 04-Harris (11592), 06-Turner (11593), 08-Assie-
Lumumba (11594), 09-Hassan (11595), 10-Farred (11596), 11-Nanji (11597), 12-Faculty (11598). 
 
ASRC 6900 (598)   Independent Study (Grads) 1-4 credits 
  Faculty    
Sections:  02-Edmondson (6226), 03-Bekerie (11238), 04-Harris (11239), 06-Turner (11240), 08-Assie-
Lumumba (11241), 09-Hassan (11242), 10-Farred (11243), 11-Faculty (11244). 
 
ASRC 8900 (698)   Thesis (AS&RC Grads Only) 8 credits 
  Faculty 1633 
Sections:  02-Edmondson (1633), 03-Bekerie (12481), 04-Harris (12482), 05- Farred (12483), 06-Turner 
(12484), 08-Assie-Lumumba (12485), 09-Hassan (12486), 10-Faculty (12487). 


